37 



GOVERNMENT OF 

PALESTINE 

Department of 

CUSTOMS, 

1 EXCISE AND 

TRADE 

i 

1 REPORT 

• ✓ 


g • 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31st. 1924. 

1 

'il 0 


1 - • w * -r r J.V, 1 ££•*; •> . - U' w .U/ % v*,; v . • 

# 

Supplement to Commercial Bulletin Vol. L (New Series) No. 6' of 1st April 1925. 


* 


S 

I 




















3 


Special Supplement 

to the 

Commercial Bulletin. 


Department of Customs, Excise and Trade. 



Report for the Year ending 
31st. December 1924. 


CUSTOMS AND EXCISE. 

1. A revised departmental system of 
accounts provides greater facilities for the 
speedy clearance of goods, and a new 
Customs Tariff came into force on the 15th 
August which, by substituting many 
advalorem by specific duties has simplified 
the work of the Department concerned and 
considerably increased revenue. These 
changes have permitted large reductions in 
personnel. 

2. Salt stores, opened in the principal 
towns, place that commodity, of which the 
price has been reduced, within easy reach 
of urban areas. Sales have doubled in 
consequence. The Palestine Salt Company 
commenced deliveries in September. 

•3. Statistical posts were established on 
the eastern frontier in November with a 
view to ascertaining with reasonable 
accuracy the amount which should be paid 
annually to Transjordan on account of 
Customs dues collected at Palestine ports 
on goods destined for Transjordan. 

4. By arrangement with ,the Egyptian 
Customs Administration it is possible 
to through book passengers' baggage to 
Palestine from Alexandria or Port Said 
without examination in Egypt. 

5. £E.78,575 worth of goocjs (£E.100,822 
in 1923) was exempted from Customs 
duty under treaty rights and immunity 
clauses. 

6. 154 seizures of contraband were made 
and £E.576tf.220 was collected in fines; 
and 10248 kilograms of tobacco and tom¬ 
bac, 59,084 kilograms of salt and four 
revolvers were confiscated. 

I . ' TRADE. 

7. The year has been satisfactory from 
several standpoints: there was a distinct 
improvement from the severe commercial 


depression which began in 1922 and con¬ 
tinued throughout 1923, and the local mar¬ 
ket assumed a more stable form. The 
recovery was partly due to successful orange 
and tourist seasons and to high prices 
realised from cereals. 

8. The 1923-24 orange season yielded 
| good profits to producers and to merchants; 

prices in England averaged 11 6 per case 
in December, 15 9 in January, 18‘9 in 
February, and 25 6 at the beginning of 
March, the rise being attributable to effec¬ 
tive control of shipments and the tempor¬ 
ary suspension of exports from Spain. 

9. 1,589,331 cases valued at £E.420,792, 
a record in the trade, were exported as 
against 1,365,543 cases valued at £E.415,403 
in the previous season. 

10. In the 1924-25 season, there were 
seven direct shipments, (172,400 cases), to 
the United Kingdom during November 
and first sales realised an average price of 
15-. The local trade interests are actively 
engaged in the development of new mar¬ 
kets in Poland, Roumania and Eastern 

; Europe; shipments to Bristol and London 
are contemplated. 

11. The wine industry still suffers from 
absence of markets and large stocks of 

• wines are unsold. Much of this year’s 
grape crop was therefore made into jam 
or bottled as non alcoholic grape juice, 
which sells readily for consumption in the 
Moslem countries of the Near East, under 
certificate of the Moslem Religious Autbo- 
1 rities. 

12 Palestine wines are now admitted 
into Czechoslovakia at the preferential rate 
of 210 CK. per 100 kilograms, instead of 
the conventional tariff of 420 C.K. 

13. In cereal export the year opened 
dully owing to the very limited stocks 
available on the market but became active 
with the arrival of the new crops in June. 

14. Large quantities of durra were 
exported toAlgeriaat £14.10.- and £15.-per 
ton c.i.f., an increase of 50 to 60°/o on last 
year’s prices. Almost the whole stock of 
lentils was absorbed by the Marseilles 
market at good prices. 

15. On the whole the year’s cereal market 
offered more favourable conditions than 
the admittedly flourishing years of 1919 
and 192<X 

16. The failure of the Spanish Almond 
crop brought demands from Europe for 
almonds and prices rose from PT.380 to 
PT.520 per 100 kilograms. 







17. The fourist season proved excellent; 
special ship cruises brought as many as 
3500 tourists and there were several con¬ 
ducted parties, including Catholic pilgri¬ 
mages, besides large numbers of independ¬ 
ent visitors. 

18. Among the tourists were many Jewish 
merchants from Poland and Austria who 
bought plots of land and established trade 
connections. 

19. The Palestine Pavilion of the British 
Empire Exhibition closed with very satis¬ 
factory results ; the sales amounted to 
£E.30,000. 

20. Several small new factories were 
opened during the year for the manufacture 
of dry cell batteries, lamps, primus stoves, 
cigarettes, plaster, crude oil, mineral waters, 
sweets, etc. 

21. The cost of living index number 
calculated on the basis of retail price 
movements rose by 3°/o as compared with 
1923; the index number of wholesale prices 
rose by 1.1 °/o as compared with 1923, but 
was still 13.2°/o lower than in 1922. 

A. Total Imports and Exports. 

COMPARATIVE TABLE: 1922, 1923,1924. 



1922 

1923 

1924 

(1.) Imports 
for consump¬ 
tion in Pales- 

* 1 

>1 

» 

r 


tine 

5,471,667 4,825,185 

5,266,349 

(2) Imports in 

I 




Transit 

Syria 


to 


347,699 189,680 136,138 


(3) Specie ; 

imported | 109,465 110,080 187,192 

Total Import 

• Trade 15,928,831 5,124,945 5,589,679 


(1) Exports : 
of Palestinian 
produce 

(2) Exports 
inTransit 
from Syria 

(3) Specie ex¬ 
ported 

(4) Re-exports 
of imported . 
foreign goods 


1,070,171! 1,143,234 1,200,812 


45,8071 45,415i 61,002 


283,197 411,496 717,275 


' ' • i 


187,328 233,973 141,842 


Total Export ____ 

Trade 1,586,503 1,834,118 2,120,931 


(1) IMPORTS. 


1922 

£E 



1924 

£E. 


Food, Drink 
and Tobacco. 

Raw materials 
and articles 
mainly 
unmanufac¬ 
tured. 

Articles 
wholly or 
mainly 

manufactured. 

Miscellaneous 
and unclassif¬ 
ied. 


1,419,505 1,352,112 1,407,169 


317,708 293,320 355,470 


2,897,032 2,486,126 2,848,500 


837,422 693,627 655,210 


Total: 5,471,667 4,825,185 5,266,349 


COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN. 



1924 

£E. 

| 

Percentage 

United Kingdom. 

981,385 

18.5 

| 

Other British 

Possessions 

351,940 

6.5 

Austria. . 

71,285 

1.5 

Belgium. 

173,573 

3.- 

Czechoslovakia. 

104,148 

2.— 

Egypt 

360,204 

6.5 

France. 

319,590 

6.- 

Germany. 

559,712 

10.5 

Greece. 

29,493 

.5 

Holland. - * 

69,363 

1.— 

Italy. 

288,898 

5.5 

Rou mania. 

210,797 

4.5 * 

Turkey. 

69,210 

1.— 

U. S. A. 

401,078 

7.5 

Syria. 

809,406 

16 .— 

Yugo Slavia. 

57,886 i 

l.-r- • 

Other Countries. 

408,381 

_1 

8.5 

| 

A 1 

5,266,349 

100.— 










PRINCIPAL INCREASES OVER 1923. 



£E. 

Wheat 

33,307 

Rice 

7,850 

Wheat Flour 

58,920 

All kinds of animals 

55,574 

Coffee Raw 

7,057 

Sugar 

14,858 

Alcohol fit and unfit for human 

consumption 

4,195 

Confectionery and Chocolates 

5,053 

Wood and Timber 

7,851 

Olive Oil unrefined 

7,915 

Cement 

18,053 

Iron bars, girders, plates and 


sheets 

62,355 

Machinery 

45,674 

Wood for orange cases 

14,950 

Cotton yarn and thread 

9,163 

Cotton piece goods 

77,203 

Woollen Fabrics 

11,320 

Outer garments 

5,444 

Boots and shoes 

2,555 

Kerosene 

27,146 

Upper and sole leather 

11,457 

Motor cars 

4,977 

Used personal effects 

25,152 

Matches 

2,052 

Manures and Fertilizers 

9,494 

£E. 

529,575 


PRINCIPAL DECREASES. 

•- - I 

_ ' £E * 

Barley 52,542 

Beer / 14,774 


C. 


(1) EXPORTS. 


• 

1922 

£E 

1923 

£E 

1924 

£E 

Food, Drink 
and Tobacco 

860,986 

i 

835,109! 838,003 

Raw materials 
and articles 
mainly unma¬ 
nufactured 

18,032 

52,549 

. i & V s . 

# 

93,769 

Articles whol- ; 
ly or mainly 
manufactured 

1 

• 

186,071 

1 

251,646| 

1 • 

258,635 

Miscellaneous 
and unclassi¬ 
fied 

5,082 

( 

3,930 

10,405 

Total 

| 

1,070,171 

1,143,234 

1,200,812 


COUNTRIES OF DESTINATION. 



1 1924 

1 

m ■ 1 1 ■ ■ ^ 

Percentage 

United Kingdom 

£E. 

367,156 

30.6 

Other parts of the 
British Empire 

5,890 

.5 

Egypt 

516,742 

*• 43.- 

France 

! 26,381 

r ,.,. r 

2.2 

Germany 

19,037 

i 

1.6 

Italy 

16,589i 

1.4 

Syria 

200,060 

16.7 

U. S. A. 

16,215, 

1.3 

Other Countries 

32,742 

2.7 


1,200,812! 

1 

1 

100.- 




Tobacco unmanufactured 307? 


kilograms 

3,192 

Tombac 22947 kilograms 

4,943 

Cigarettes 34394 kilograms 

B a 

43,806 

■ 

Benzine 

10,659 

Government Stores 

60,776 

Military Stores 

88,100 


... ? .r £E. 278,792 

eisrwfl vjqmd 
• • ihyuc 


PRINCIPAL INCREASES OVER 1923. 



Mi/4 
• !• 


and Skins 
Iron Ore and Scrap 
Wool, raw 
Oranges 

Raisins and Grapes 


i u 


9,513 

18,800 

9,977 

36,923 

8,fd2 


Works of art, Beads and Curios 11,793 


. 




£E. 95,108 

• fi;»r;x 1 fftjo I 


J 











. 










PRINCIPAL DECREASES. 


PRINCIPAL DECREASES. 


£E. 


Cereals and Pulses 
Water Melons 
Soap 


41,762 
24,847 
11,956 


£E. 78,565 


D 


(2) IMPORTS IN TRANSIT. 


(Syria via Haifa) 


si 


PRINCIPAL INCREASES OVER 1923. 


’ - • / 

Coal 

Benzine 

, f •• 

Kerosene 


£E. . 

■ f, j •: t 

10,959 
4,605 


v * 


• *• *» » ; • 


1467 


1 1 M.* 

mi * 


Cl : 




LE. 23,121 


. ; 1922 

£E. 

1923 | 

£E. 

— 

1924 

£E. 

Food, Drink 
and Tobacco. 

41,444 

47,518 

30,884 

Raw materials 
and articles 
mainly 
unmanufac¬ 
tured. 

j 20,914 

| 

11,923 

22,047 

Articles 
wholly or 
mainly 

manufactured. 

i 284,706 

129,598 

• 

83,132 

Miscellaneous 
and unclassif¬ 
ied. 

635 

641 

* 75 

Total : 

347,699 

189,680 

136,138 




• 

£E. 

Cotton Yarn and Thread 

11,654 

Woollen Carpets 


12,574 

Upper and Sole Leather 

7,855 

Rice 



6,141 

Cotton Piece Goods 


4,300 

Spices 



4,127 

Empty Sacks 


3,921 



£E. 50,572 


E. 

• 


(2) EXPORTS IN TRANSIT. 

(Syria via Haifa). 

9 



1922 

| 1923 

1924 


£E. 

£E. 

£E. 

Food, Drink 
and Tobacco. 

36,194 

13,137 

f —— ~ • 

12,884 

Raw materials 
and articles 
mainly 
unmanufac¬ 
tured. 

1,468 

l ,759 

258 

Articles 
wholly or 
mainly 

manufactured. 

7,236 

1 

27,764 

45,379 

Miscellaneous 
and unclassif¬ 
ied. 

909 

• 

2,755 

2,481 

7" 

| 

t 

, * J 


T otal: 

4 

45,807 

45,415 

I 

61,002 


PRINCIPAL INCREASE OVER 1923. 


/ 


Silk Goods 


£E. 13,668 


F. 


•i 


(4) RE-EXPORTS. 
PRINCIPAL DECREASES, 




Military Stores 
Empty Barrels 
Sugar 


£E. 

52,000 

6,500 

4,650 


t 



J 





— 7 — _ 
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SHIPPING. 

I. Foreign Trade. 



Steam 

Sailing 

Total 


Vessels 

Tom 

VCMCts 

Ton* 

Vessels 

Tom 

Entered 

605 

1,329,575 

1,521 

24,266 

2,126 

1,353,841 

Cleared 

601 

1,333,332 

1,498 

23,640 

2,099 

l ,356,972 

Total 

1,206 

2,662,907 

- -<4 

‘ 3,019 

47,906 

4,225 

2,710,813 


II. Coasting Trade. 



- Steam 


Sailing 

Total 

• 

Vessel* 

, 

Tom 

Vessel* 

Too> 

Vessel* 

1 

! Ton* 

Entered 

383 

702,623 

696 

9,752 

1,079 

712,375 

Cleared 

386 

698,840 

720 

9,913 

1,106 

708,753 

Total 

769 

1,401,463 

1,416 

19,665 

2,185 

1,421,128 


There was an increase in the number and tonnage of steamers entered from foreign 
ports in 1924, as compared with 1923, of 10 and 116,328 respectively. 






